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World War 1
World War 1 also referred to as First World War or The Great War is the war that had its origins in Europe but spread to the whole part of the world. The exact date of the beginning of the First World is not known, but it is towards the end of July and the beginning of August 1914. The war, which ended in November 1948, had claimed the lives of more than sixteen million people. The number of military personnel in the war is unprecedented as official figures put it at between 65 million to 75 million military personnel, with over 50 million of those drawn from the European countries. It is arguably the deadliest conflict in the world. Up to now, wounds are yet to heal as the protagonists try to sign international treaties meant to avert a similar or worse conflict. That the end of the war had unresolved issues was evidenced by the start of the Second World War two decades later (Howard, 2003).
Much as the First World War is attributed to the murder of   Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife on June 28th, 1914 as being the real catalyst of the war, three issues played a fundamental role in the breakout of that deadly war. Archduke was murdered in cold blood by Gavrilo Princip, a Bosnian. This assassination triggered a diplomatic spat between Austria-Hungary and Serbia, the two countries that had previously allied to protect themselves against Russia's aggression towards Serbia. This prompted Austria-Hungary to issue a war-cry to Serbia, an action that led to other nations in the alliance invoking a clause that said if one of the Allies declared war, they are left with no other choice but to declare war also. However, as stated above, this was not the main reason for the breakout of The First World War.
The main documented reasons for the start of the First World War are:
1. Nationalism
Nationalism is described as the extreme patriotism and loyalty to one's country. It's patriotism that borders on radicalization so that one takes his country first but views citizens of other nations as lesser beings. Before the start of the First World War, most citizens of the respective countries in Europe viewed their respective nations of having superior military and cultural powers as compared to their counterparts in other countries. Nationalism gave rise to stereotypes whereby nationals of one nation negatively viewed their rivals depending on where the rivals came from (Koch, 1984). It gave rise to a sense of belonging and the `we-are-right-they-are-wrong` and the `we-are-powerful-they-are-helpless` kind of attitude. This gave the citizens some over-confidence that they can engage in any war and come out victorious. 
2. Pan-Slavism
Pan-Slavism refers to the idea advocated by Slavic people that they should be unified throughout Eastern-Europe so that they may be able to advance their socio-political agenda as one people. Austria-Hungary was always wary of the rise of the Pan-Slavic movements in Eastern Europe. Austria-Hungary itself had a very high population of Slavic’s. Austria-Hungary's worries about the rise of Pan-Slavism were further compounded by the fact that Russia, by then a superpower, was supporting the rise of Pan-Slavism in Austria-Hungary. There was a general feeling among the Slavic that there were some historical injustices administered against them by their compatriots, Austro-Hungarians (Howard, 2003). With Serbia being at the forefront for Pan-Slavism, the death of Archduke Franz Ferdinand gave Austria-Hungary a perfect excuse to declare war on Serbia. This resulted in other Allies declaring war on other nations depending on how they aligned themselves to the Pan-Slavism movement thus the beginning of the First World War. 
Germany nationalism, in correspondence, prompted the escalation of the war. By then a young state established in 1871, was trying to cut a niche in the world. They adored their culture and the Germany way of doing things. This Pan-Germanism led them to the confrontation with other nation especially advocated by their young and ambitious Kaiser, Wilhelm II. He envied Britain`s vast powers and military might thus he silently worked for the change in world order (Fischer, 1967).
3. Imperialism
The third key factor that contributed to the outbreak of World War One is imperialism. This is the appetite of the occupation of another territory or land by another country. In the 19th Century, there was a fierce battle for control of land between Britain and France on the one hand and Germany on the other. While Britain and France controlled vast territories thus controlling the economy, Germany had only a small territory in Africa. This led to a cold war by Germany against the two that culminated to World War 1.
4. Militarism
Militarism is when a country gives priority to the superiority of their military weapons over their rival weapons. In the early 20th Century, countries used militarism as part of their nationalism. They invested in weapons that could make them superior to their rivals, thus in 1914, every country was ready for war believing they have necessary weapons to defend themselves (Falls, 2014). 
5. Alliances
The final factor that contributed to World War 1 is alliances formed before the World War 1 outbreak. Some of the clauses in the alliance meant that a counter-war was declared whenever one member declared war on the others.
Initially, America remained neutral to the World War 1.The main reason for the United States to remain neutral they were more sympathetic to the British than they were to the Germans. In the economic point of view, they were doing trade with Britain, and therefore they did not want to interfere with the trade. It was also very costly to participate in the war. However, relations between the United States and Germany started to sour culminating in the United States declaring to participate in the First World war in 1917 (Goemans, 2012). Germany had violated its pledge to suspend unrestricted submarine in the Northern Atlantic and Mediterranean and also by trying to entice Mexico against the United States. 
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